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Division Points
Indian Nations Division of the National Model Railroad Association

www.tulsanmra.org Issue No. 57 November 2018

From the Superintendent

Time for Change…you’ve 

probably heard that a few 

times in recent years in poli-

tics, work or in the press.

I moved back to the area 
some 13 years ago, and after 
about a year in the Division 
the previous Superintendent 
Dave Steensland announced 
he was stepping down as not 
being able to put the time into 
running the division and that 
it was looking like the end of 
the line of the Indian Nations 
Division unless someone 
wanted to take it over.  At that 
time I was just starting to 
meet everyone, enjoyed the 
social aspect of it, plus learn-
ing techniques so I offered to 
be superintendent and keep 
the division going.  

(Continued on Page 3)

November 17th Meeting

Show and Tell:

Structures/Dioramas

Clinics/Presentations:

A Tree Grows In Brooklyn —Tom Fausser
Adding Background Sound—Jay Cox

Layout Visit:

Tom Fausser’s - South Brooklyn Terminal Railway

Mid America Train & Toy Show
Sunday, November 25 

Regular admission from 9am - 2pm is $5 for Adults,
Children 12 and under are free 

KCI Expo Center, Kansas City, MO.

Sat-
urday, December 1, 2018, 9am to 5pm

Sunday, December 2, 2018, 10am to 4pm
Admission is $12.00 Children 12 and under are FREE!
https://www.oklahomarailwaymuseum.org/events/okc-train-show/
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Larry’s Question of the Month:
When did the Santa Fe start the Tulsan?

The Tulsan consisted of what cars engines at the start?
(If you have a railroad question and answer that you’d like to ask of the group let Larry Munro know about it!)

2018 MEETINGS

November 17 - Structures / Dioramas 
Meetings are from 9:30 to 12:30

New Hardesty Library

8316 E. 93rd St.
(Just East of Memorial on 93rd St.)

INDIAN NATIONS  

OFFICERS 

Superintendent
Dave Salamon

Assistant Superintendent
Charlie Tapper

Director
Jim Senese

Paymaster
Hal Blakeslee

Achievement Program
VACANT

Indian Na�ons Division of the NMRA
Dave Salamon

Oklahoma Narrow Gauge
Randy Smith

North Eastern Oklahoma N  Scalers
Richard Fisher

Tulsa Garden Railroad Club
Donnie Shirey

Green Country Model Railroad Associa�on
Lynn Dietrich

Claremore & Southern Railroad
Bill Rose

www.tulsanmra.org
918-607-2793

www.okng.org
918366-4800

www.tulsa-neons.com
918-298-4800

www.tulsagardenrailroadclub.org
918-361-1760

www.gcmra.org
539-777-4482

www.csrailclub.com
918-630-6374

Local Model Railroad Organiza�ons
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From the Superintendent (Con’t)

Now 12 years later the time has come for me to look for a replacement.  I’m not going anywhere, 

not getting out of the hobby, I feel it is time for someone else to take the reins and lead the Indian 

Nations Division moving forward.  I’ve poured my heart and soul into the Indian Nations Division 

making it an active, well respected, and informational for the members. Not only a great social 

gathering, but a place to share techniques, tips, ideas and also the great layouts in the area.  With 

the help of many of the members here we have one the most successful Layout Design and Oper-

ations Meets, which we have hosted 9 of them, and those that attend have nothing but praises to 

say what a great job we do as a community. 

Some are probably asking why? Why now?  As most know I built a 7.5” gauge ride on railroad in 

my backyard and have been invited to travel to many live steam railroads to bring my trains and 

ride on their tracks.  My other hobby is Bass Fishing, I love to fish tournaments.  While my son was 

in college I couldn’t commit to fish any circuits.  Then there was the little incident of falling off a lad-

der destroying my arm and nerves that operate my hand and fingers.  A couple of surgeries later 

and retraining the hand and fingers things seem to work pretty well. Recently I’ve been able to do a 

little fishing and fish a few tournaments and want to get back into fishing them more often.  So be-

tween traveling with Becky to visit other live steam railroads and fishing some tournaments I can’t 

commit the time and energy devoted to the Division as I have had the last 12 years.  

With that said, I’ll still be around, I’ll still help out with any future LDOP meets the division hosts, I’ll 

continue in other capacities with the division.  This is a great time for the division, we can get some 

new leadership, maybe take it to the next level or even a different direction.  Be more opportunities 

for others to get involved and help out and assist.  I kept things simple as I was the Superinten-

dent, did the newsletter, communicated, reserve, the library meeting rooms, and set up meeting 

presentations and layout visits, to name a few.  As we move forward whoever takes over after me 

might find it better to split all those tasks up, get more people involved.  Maybe that is where I 

failed and not getting more involved in doing more.

I don’t want to see the Division go away, I hope there are those that have enjoyed the last 12 years 

and some much more that want to see it continue.  I’m hoping that others will get involved, bring an 

infusion of new blood and ideas and perk the division up.

A special word of thanks to all those who have supported the Division and my vision by opening up 
their layouts for other members to come and visit, giving a presentation or slide show at the meet-
ings, bringing something for show and tell, participate the Micro Layout Challenge, or Diorama 
Challenge, held a position in the division, those that have helped coordinate and/or assist in the 
LDOP meets, and most importantly all those that show up to the meetings.  This Division would not 
have flourished and been such a success without each and every one of you. 

See you at the meeting!

D��� S�l�m��
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Achievement Program Chairman 
♦ As AP chairman you are to encourage members to apply for the 

various awards and certificates that are part of the AP. 

♦ Will help with the paperwork, but can’t help with your modeling! 

♦ Evaluation and assessing what the modeler was trying to do, 

and how well he did it. 

♦ Once the AP Chairman signs the application, they will forward it 

to the regional AP manager 

So, just what is the Achievement Program? It is a program consisting of 

11 areas related to almost all facets of model railroading in which specif-

ic achievement goals are set. The purpose of these goals is to help the 

modeler improve his/her modeling and model railroading skills by the at-

tainment of some or even all these goals, such that the modeler will 

learn and acquire a broad range of skills that will aid or assist him/her to 

become better at many of the aspects of model railroading. 

It does not require one to master all 11 areas, but only a subset of 7 of 

the 11, appropriately distributed to reasonably touch upon a selection of 

fundamental model railroading skill sets. The goals are not designed to 

be easy to obtain, but then again,  they are also not designed to be im-

possible, and that with the acquisition of the requisite skills and practice, 

should be  achievable for any that wish to grow their skills, knowledge, 

and range of capabilities.
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Some have larger layouts in which they can incorporate a diorama, or others not 

the space or time for a layout, but a diorama is something that can be completed, 

and even incorporated into a layout at another time.

We have the square foot challenge, as with the micro layout challenge interaction 

between members is highly encouraged.

The challenge begins now!

Entries will be brought to the November 2018 meeting

The rules are simple…

1 - It must occupy 1 sq foot (144 square inches), it can have any shape as 

long as the area isn't exceeded.

2 - It can be a stand alone diorama or be a part that is incorporated into a lay-

out.

3 - It can be any scale

You can go with a simple 12x12 square if you want to, but maybe that won’t fit your 

layout, so maybe a 6x24 rectangle, or 4x36, or 3x48. Or why limit yourself to just 

right angles? 

What about a parallelogram? 

Hexagon? 

L-shaped? 

Or even a 13 1/2 inch circle? 

The only area that counts towards the total area of your project is the surface space 

(in other words, fascias, backdrops, handles, etc. don't count). 
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All Dioramas brought in will be judged by all Indian Nations Division members attend-

ing the November meeting. 

To encourage everyone to participate and promote the hobby, if there are 2-5 entrees, 

then a 2 year membership to the NMRA ($150 value) will be given to the overall favor-

ite or they can accept $100 . A 1 year membership to the NMRA ($75 value) for the 

second favorite or they can accept $50. 

If there are 6-9 then then a 2 year membership to the NMRA ($150 value) will be giv-

en to the overall favorite or they can accept $100 . A 1 year membership to the NMRA 

($75 value) for the second and third favorite or they can accept $50. 

If there are 10 or greater, then a 2 year NMRA membership ($150 value) plus an addi-

tional $100 for overall favorite or accept $200, 2 year NMRA membership($150) for 

second or accept $100, 1 year NMRA membership ($75 value) for third , fourth and 

fifth or accept $50. 

Every person that enters, if not an NMRA member, will be given a 9 month trial NMRA 

membership  ($19.00 value) on behalf of the Indian Nations Division.

Each Diorama will be featured in the newsletter, if you take photos along the way, 

keep notes and information as you go, this helps make a really good article.

We look forward to seeing how creative our members can be.

You have until the 2018 November Meeting to prepare your Diorama.

Share your challenges and how you conquered them.

Try new scales.

Try new techniques.

Participate

Most of all – HAVE FUN!
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May Highlights
Building layout Liftouts - Allan Roecker

Allan shared with us how he 

took and built two liftouts after 

he built his layout, he ended up 

adding staging right down the 

middle with limited access. 

Part of that access needed 

was the staging yard ladder, 

nothing ever goes wrong with 

turnouts or tortoises. 

Allan drew his profiles for his scenery 

boards in CAD and was able to draw 

out where the liftouts would be and fol-

low the same profile.  

I was able to measure from the top of 

the benchwork frames up to the top of 

the sub-roadbed to get my elevation 

differences.  Then measured between 

the risers. I created a sketch of each 

support.

Trains had to pass underneath, Plus I 

was having a river.
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May Highlights (Cont’d)

AFTER I GOT THE SUPPORTS IN-

STALLED .

MADE SURE THEY WERE SOME-

WHAT SQUARE. 

I INSTALLED AND BUILT THE 

FRAMES. THE FRAME SIDES AND 

MIDDLES WERE TRACED OFF OF 

THE SUPPORTS BEFORE I ADDED 

THE SUPPORTS TO THE BENCH-

WORK. 1/2” PLYWOOD. 

I ADDED 3/8” X 1/2” X 4” LONG 

STRIPS TO HOLD THE LIFT OUTS UP TO WHERE THE TOPS 

WERE FLUSH. SO I TRIMMED OFF 1/2” FROM THE BOTTOM 

FRAME PIECES. 

ONCE I HAD GOT-

TEN ALL THE LIFT OUT FRAMES 

CUT OUT I ASSEMBLED ON THE 

WORK BENCH WITH GLUE 

AND NAILS. THEN THEY 

WERE PUT BACK IN BE-

TWEEN THE SUPPORTS. 

SHIMMED WITH STUD SHIMS 

ALL AROUND ABOUT 1/16” OF 

AN INCH AND CLAMPED INTO 

THE LAYOUT AND LEFT TO 

DRY FOR A DAY OR SO. 
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May Highlights (Cont’d)
Now I could start the webbing, hydrocal, and castings...
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May Highlights
Modeling D&RGW Caboose/Combine #315 in On30– Henry Townsend

Henry shared with us a conversion kit from Banta 

Modelworks so that you can convert a Bachmann 

On30 Combine into a very close model of the 

D&RGW Caboose/Combine.  

Henry wasn’t complete with the 

model but he shared the parts of 

the kit and the instructions.

 He 

had 

the 
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May Highlights
He also cut the passenger car in half and 

extended it the required length.  To hold 

the two halves together he epoxied 4 

small diameter steel wires in place on the 

bottom of the car along the sills...once 

painted they be hard to spot.  

To make the section of floor he went to Hob-

by Lobby and picked up some rubber and 

made a mold of the floor in the Bachmann kit 

and then poured and resin copy. It still need 

to trimmed and sanded to fit but you can see 

how that turned out. Henry says he’ll bring 

the completed model to a future meeting to 



12 

Tony’s Tips and Techniques
By Tony Burgess

Oil facility. Tank dimensions .437 

diameter almost 1" long. 

I built up the stand out of 10x10 stripwood, and some 2-by bracing. The platform is 

from Tichy Train. The steps up is scratched. I used 3/64" angle with .015 diameter 

rungs for the steps, all sty-

rene. I used the ponce 

wheel to indent the inside 

of the "angle iron" and 

drilled holes on every other 

indentation. There is a 

spacer I glued in at the top 

and bottom to keep it to-

gether while I inserted the 

styrene rods through the 

holes. 
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Tony’s Tips and Techniques



14 

Tony’s Tips and Techniques

The 'water' in the bucket will dry clear, to 

look like water left over from a rain. 
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Tony’s Tips and Techniques
The lids to the tanks. The hinges are made from .010 styrene rod. 
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Tony’s Tips and Techniques

PSC's Globe Valve #48197. It comes 3 

valves to a casting cored. I used a 1/32" drill to clean them out for the styrene rod to 

go through. 
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From the Desk of Henry Townsend…

During the meeting Henry mentioned about having a brass locomotive being worked 
on for him and wanted to share an update and contact information incase other mem-
bers are needing some work done. 

The photos are of the gearbox representing the first stage of re-gearing an HO PFM 
Vulcan “Duplex: loco, one of the squirrelest drive systems ever cooked up.

The gentleman involved is prepared to repair and upgade HO/HON3 brass to incorpo-
rate sound systems and DCC 
systems.

His name/address is:

Scale Brass Mechanic
Mr. Fuzzy Anstine

7465 Country Road 146
Salida, CO  81201

719-207-0692
scalebrassmech@gmail.com



18 

Recent photo’s from Route 66 Display

By Tom Lottinville 
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Show and Tell 

Tony Burgess— HO Scale

Dave Salamon—7.5” gauge Cri�er and Rebuilt Flatcar
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Show 

and 

Tell

Thomas McGuire–HO Scale

Li�le River 2-4-4-2 Logging Mallet

3 truck shay with cylindrical oil 

tank inspired by a Darius Kinsey 

photo.
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Show and Tell

Henry Townsend—HO Scale Climax, Dunkirk, 

Climax and Shay
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Show and Tell
Jim Sinclair—HO Scale, First HO Brass engine bought by  Gail by saving a few 

dollars from each weeks grocery money...she was upset when he painted the 

brass model!

Dave Steensland—S Scale American Flyer 

engine...his first train, and it s�ll runs.
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Show and Tell 
Ray Brunner—HO Scale SP Atlan�c and pas-

senger cars
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Show 

and 

Tell 

Ed Bommer

O Scale

B&O Atlan�c 

and Pacific
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Show and Tell 
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Show and Tell 
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Show and Tell 
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Jay Cox’s - Frisco Terminal Railroad
(photo by Dave Salamon)


