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Since we skipped the March meeting given a lot of us were involved in 
putting together our LDOPSIG event, it has been quite a while since we've 
gotten together.   Our next meeting will be on Saturday, May 30th at 9:30 
am at the Hardesty Library -  8316 E 93rd St, Tulsa, OK 74133.  Theme for 
the Show & Tell for May will be Maintenance Of (in the) Way equipment.

After a brief welcome, we will be treated to a long -awaited presentation 
from Charlie Tapper giving an update on his new layout construction 
project.  Charlie will cover why he chose the benchwork mounting system 
he did, products available, installation, lighting, planning for electronics, 
etc.   He'll have some other sections on design and standards.

When that is done, those who brought any show and tell items will have an 
opportunity to discuss what they brought, then we'll break to allow folks to 
visit, look at the items, etc.  

After that we may have another presentation, but I also want to discuss 
updated requirements that the NMRA has asked our group to comply with 
(mostly related to logo, branding and graphics) and get your direction (via 
a vote) as to how to proceed.

I look forward to seeing you at our always free spring meeting this May, 
which is open to anyone interested in model railroading.  Heck, we don't 
even charge any dues! 

See you on 5/ 30 ,

Steve Davis
KCS Heavener Sub

Superintendent, Indian Nations Division (Northeast Oklahoma) NMRA



Because the Layout Design and Operations Weekend event took the place of 
a March Meeting, this is the next Division Point after the January newsletter. 
A lot has happened since the January newsletter!

New Look
First and foremost, you will notice some slight changes to fonts and graphics 
associated with this newsletter.  I have updated the graphics per the 
guidelines put forth by the NMRA as part of their 2026 branding efforts.  

Facebook
While not an officially affiliated with the  Indian Nations Division of the NMRA, I 
launched a Facebook page on 1 -17-2026 dedicated to disseminating 
information!on!events-!activities-!and!other!happenings!entitled!ƠFriends of 
the!Jndian!Oations!Eivision0Uulsa!Nodel!Sailroadersơ/!!Jt!is!a!private!group-!but!
it can be seen by the public. Content is only visible to members of the group 
and membership requests come through the administrator.  Questions must 
be answered in the membership request.  With so many public pages being 
hijacked by insincere people and bots, I want to keep the content on point.

Long Time Modeler Tom Fausser Passes
The Tulsa Modeling Community lost one of its most talented and admired 
member on February 9 th , 2026.  Tom built the magnificent freelanced South 
Brooklyn Terminal railroad, a tour -de -force of urban New York city carfloat  
cross harbor freight operations.  The good news is the layout has been saved 
and will live again thanks to Allan Roecker and his wife.

2026 Layout Design and Operations Weekend is in the Books
Our every -other -year operations event took place from March 13th -15th, 
2026.  This event centered on a Saturday clinic  with 4 presentations and 
lunch,  bookended by operating sessions Friday -Saturday -Sunday on 14 local 
layouts. This event started in 2009! The Division will now focus on Tulsa Rail, 
our operations only event, which will occur in March of 2027. 

Our cover shot by Dave Salamon shows Ron Marsh of Youtube  fame!)Sonƞs!
Trains N Things) operating on the Deep River Southern. 

Charles Tapper
Editor Division Points 
Official Newsletter of the Indian Nations Division, NMRA
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From the Editor
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Upcoming Events 

Railroad Prototype Modelers Conference ƛ RPM Naperville 2026  
October 16 -17, 2026, Naperville, IL

St. Louis RPM ƛ July 23 ƛ 25, Gateway Convention Center, 
Collinsville, IL

Two notable Railroad Prototype Modelers meets from Eric 
Iansmannƞs!SQN!calendar!page;
https://designbuildop.hansmanns.org/rpm -event -calendar/

OKC Train Show 2026
November 14th -15th 2026
Bennett Event Center at the Oklahoma State Fairgrounds
3101 Gordon Cooper Blvd,
Oklahoma City, OK 73107

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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In Memoriam: Tom Fausser

The Tulsa model railroad community lost one 
of its most talented individuals with the 
passing of Tom Fausser.  Tom was an 
outstanding modeler of rolling stock, a master 
craftsman at kibashing  plastic buildings, and 
the creator of the magnificent South Brooklyn 
Terminal, a proto - freelanced New York 
harbor freight operation.  Well thought out, it 
was an absolute joy to operate. Tom was 
highly involved with events hosted by the 
Indian Nations Division.  He will be sorely 
missed. 

An Overview of the South Brooklyn Terminal layout.



Tom Provided Ceiling -Mounted Mirrors  To Help Operators Keep Track of 
Trains on the Back Track,  Deep in the Industrial Canyons.
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Tom was a Master at Kitbashing   Building Kits to Create Unique Structures



Page 7 



Tome!Wiews!of!Uomƞs!Qrevious!Mayout
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The Harbor and Carfloat  Uerminal!on!Uomƞs!Qrevious!Mayout

Detailed Scenes Were Everywhere on Both Layouts
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Charles Tapper and Dave Salamon Photos
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From Allan Roecker

ƠIere!is!some!pictures!of!the!TCU!when!we!left!it!on!the!final!day-!
April 7th, 2026. Sad day. I'm planning on doing a presentation or 
an article in the future, not sure which one.  I took a lot of pictures 
before it came down. The layout is stored away in a safe place.
I am currently getting bids on construction costs for a new 
building to put it in. We will keep it around for everyone to enjoy.
It will look just like it did when we set it back up. Probably 3" 
lower/ơ

The Tulsa model railroad community is grateful that Allan and his 
wife stepped in to save this outstanding railroad

Allan Roecker Photo
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5 ƛ Ballast and Mock -Ups
By Dave Salamon

Jƞm!not!sure!if!any!of!you!have!this!problem , but I make plans, have some good 
ambition, and then get side -tracked. Kind of like a dog and a squirrel!

I like using natural materials for scenery when I can, so for the ballast I went over to 
the Green Hill Quarry off the SKOL.  At the entrance of the quarry is where a lot of 
the gravel trucks come in and stage or park. It is a gravel parking area , and this is 
the same material the SKOL uses for ballasting their tracks. I take a shovel and 
scoop a bunch of the top of the gravel to get the pulverized rock.  I will have to take 
it!home!and!sift!it-!and!most!will!get!thrown!out!on!my!8/6ơ!railroad!that!is!not!used/!

Using a small 
strainer, I put some 
in the strainer and 
sift it over a larger 
container, getting 
the finer powder 
and material at the 
bottom, the larger 
rocks get tossed.
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Once I get the material I want for ballast  I then use an old spoon and scoop some 
out and lightly spread it over the rails and ties. ( I did just enough for the one spur 
and this article, later I went back and filled half the container!)

After I get the ballast 
roughly in place I use a 
small fan brush and clean 
the ballast off the top of 
the ties and shape it.

After I get the ballast in this shape there 
may be some small ridges near the 
edges.  I take the fatty part of my 
thumb/palm area and lightly press 
those ridges down  so they are gone.

The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

At this point look it over; brush any any  areas that need it, and  add any ballast if 
there are bare areas.
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

At this point look it over, maybe brush any any areas that need it, add any 
ballast if bare areas.

Other materials I use is 70% alcohol, scenic cement (or you can use matt medium, 
or diluted Elmers  glue-!Jƞve!used!all!with!no!issues/*!J!have!a!small!fine!mister!for!
smaller areas, and a larger plant mister that I use for larger areas. I use an old glue 
bottle for applying the affixative . 

First,  I make some wet water, mix about 
2/3 water, 1/3 alcohol. (There are other 
ways to make wet water, use the method 
that works best for you.)

Then I rain a fine mist of the 
wet water over the area 
ensuring all the ballast is wet, if 
not the ballast will bead up and 
move on you.
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

If using scenic cement  you 

can just put some in a glue 

bottle or a dispenser such as 

an eye dropper. ( if using a 

white glue mix it with your wet 

water  -  60% wet water, 40% 

glue and apply.)

Now slowly drip it over 
the!ballast/!Eonƞt!drop!
the drops from too 
high or it will splatter 
and displace some of 
the ballast.

I completely saturate the area. It looks a little messy, but this will secure all 

the ballast i n place. 



Jt!is!very!important!that!near!turnouts!you!donƞt!want!ballast!getting!into!the!
points and flangeways.  

I drop some Labelle plastic -compatible oil on the points at the throwbar  and 
where the points hinge, to inhibit ballast from adhering to moving parts. It 
doesnƞt!take!much , but I find it helps with getting them freed up and moving 
after ballasting. 

DBVUJPO;!when!moving!the!points!the!first!time!after!ballasting-!donƞt!just!
go and try and throw them, you can pop the points off the throwbar . You 
just have to  take your time around the turnout, make sure there is no ballast 
in the way of the moving throwbar  and points.  And make sure flangeways 
are clear. Once it dries go back over the rails with a bright boy or other 
cleaning process to remove the dried glue.

Xhile!that!area!was!drying-!J!broke!into!the!two!kits!that!Jƞve!purchased!for!
some of the structures on the layout.  The PSO area had a storage area on a 
concrete ramp area, and the truck transfer kit I bought came with two large 
styrene sheet parking areas, I took those and trim to fit them on the back 
side!where!the!concrete!ramp!area!will!be/!Xeƞll!kitbash  the building some 
when it comes time.
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At this point let it cure. If you see small area on the sides that needs addressed 
you!can!use!a!spoon!to!apply!a!little!more!glue-!but!donƞt!use!too!much-!or!wait!
until it dries to then touch it up.  You could also sprinkle on some fine ground 
foam for weeds growing in the ballast in areas. 

The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

Using a straight edge and new exacto  
blade, scored the styrene, it took 
several passes as it is fairly thick  then 
bent them back and forth a couple of 
times and snap them apart. (If you 
see the styrene changine  colors, or 
extremly  hard to flex, continuing 
scoring it some more.)

TcoreƧ

Uhen!TnapƧ

Bnd!the!SesultsƧ
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

Do the same thing for the next piece, note that I had to trim it to fit around the 

curved track.

I had enough material to add a third piece, doing the same thing, score and 

snap, and then just carefully the best I could cut the curve piece out.
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The Frisco Howard Branch Part 5

I used the loctite  powergrab , same thing I used to install the rails and spread it in 

the area the pieces were to go.

I then put the pieces down, put a piece of wax paper over them (to protect my 
weights.)


