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Division Points
Indian Nations Division of the National Model Railroad Association
www.tulsanmra.org
From the Superintendent
I’d like to send out a special thank
you to Rich Gibson who moved here
a few years ago, joined in the division
not only by being a participant but by
giving presentations at the meetings,
opening his layout, getting involved
with the LD/OP meets and doing multiple tasks and really contributing to
the success of the division and the
LD/OP meets. Unfortunately his job
is moving him and he is currently in
the process of taking his layout down.
All is not lost though as they have
already purchased a new basement
and from what I hear a house is attached to it. Rich has already begun
planning his new layout, modeling
this time focusing on the prototype.
He will be missed, but hopefully he
will come back and give us an update
on his new layout. Thank for all the
participation over the years and best
of luck to you. Next issue will have
the last run of his railroad.
Please invite other modelers to join
us and please help spread the word.
See you at the meeting!

Dave Salamon

Issue No. 43

May 2015

May 16th Meeting
Show and Tell:
Open Tables - Bring Anything you want to share!
Clinics/Presentations:
IntUo to Signals—Steve Davis
Oklahoma lead mines—Henry Townsend
Smashboard operations—Dave Salamon
3D printing in the hobby—Allan Roecker
Layout Visit
Deep River Southern - Dave Salamon

MCOR NMRA Convention
Capital Plaza Hotel
415 W McCarty Street
Jefferson City, Mo 65101
June 5-7, 2015
http://showmecentral.com/

NMRA National Convention 2015
Portland, Oregon
August 23-29, 2015
http://nmra2015portland.org/

2

2015 MEETINGS
May 16,
September 19
November 21

INDIAN NATIONS
OFFICERS
Superintendent

Meetings are from 9:30 to 12:30
Meetings in the Pecan or Maple Room

Dave Salamon

New Hardesty Library
8316 E. 93rd St.

Assistant Superintendent

(Just East of Memorial on 93rd St.)

Director

Charlie Tapper

Jim Senese

Paymaster
Hal Blakeslee

Achievement Program
John Anderson

Larry’s Question of the Month:
What is the longest U.S. railway bridge and who operates it?
What is the highest Railway bridge in the U.S.?
(If you have a railroad question and answer that you’d like to ask of the group let Larry Munro know about it!)

Dennis Sullivan

918-646-9334
539‐777‐4482
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January Highlights
Car Performance & Reliability (CPR) - Gene Brooks
Gene shared with us the many years of experience that he has in maintaining rolling
stock. He went through the basics to make sure everyone had an understanding of
where he was coming from then went into some more advanced techniques he uses
to ensure that he has free rolling cars with the goal to make them as derailment free
and reliable as you can.

He used wall sized charts with the information on them and then brought a
good portion of tools and materials
from his workbench to show examples
of how he accomplishes the various
tasks. Gene has helped maintain
standards at numerous layouts
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January Highlights (Cont’d)
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January Highlights (Cont’d)
Weathering with Pan Pastels - Tom Fausser
Tom explained easy it is to weather,
freight cars, locomotives, and structures
using Pan Pastels. You can purchase
them in sets, with a couple of varieties.
Tom first
sprays the
surface with
dull cote to
give the
Pan Pastels
a bit of
edge to
grab the
material. Start light and work your way darker, achieving the look you want in layers. Tom does not seal
them when done, he says there is no reason to do so,
not like chalk that comes right off. Maybe over time
with a lot of handling you may need to go back and
touch up a few areas, but for the most part you wont
need too. He also showed the various applicators that
you can use .
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January Highlights (Cont’d)
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January Highlights (Cont’d)
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January Highlights (Cont’d)
Weathering with coal dust—Henry Townsend
Simulating coal soot—Henry Townsend
After a short ribbing about the superintendent getting the title of the presentation incorrect, Henry as
he always does entertained us with a lively presentation not on how to weather our engines and cars
with coal dust, but how to make them look like they
are covered in coal soot! He first showed us
some inexpensive bright red hopper cars that he
took and applied a wash using inexpensive craft
paint. You can see in the photo below where he did
half the car, you can see the original looks toy like,
but after you apply a generous wash of black on the car it looks well used and more
realistic.
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Tony’s Tips and Techniques
By Tony Burgess
I thought I would share the progress of the lathe I am building. It is based on the one I have from
Western Scale Models. Since I only have one, and wanted to save that for another project, I really
hate to use it, considering they aren't made any more. (Wild West Models might, not sure yet, but
why take the chance?)I'm really only doing this to see if I can, more than anything. Just a little bid of
fun, really. Most everything done so far is still in sub-assemblies.

I spray painted some Vallejo grey to give it a base
color. Decided to do this before I add too many
small details. Even the small pic is bigger than
the model.

The cross slide assembly
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Tony’s Tips and Techniques
By Tony Burgess

Finished the lathe for the shop. Pretty much all styrene except for a little wire and the gears. I have to admit, I don't
think I have ever attempted anything like this before. Quite a
challenge, but over all, also quite fun to do.
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Tracking the Web
Railroads and Early Motion Pictures
Jim Ronda
By the 1890s no technology more fully expressed the American passion for speed, elegance, and reliability
than the railroad. The locomotive was the symbol for power and the modern world. Many printers used the
stock image of an engine (usually a 4-4-0 American) to represent everything modern and up-to-date.
Little wonder that when the Thomas A. Edison Company took its new motion picture camera out of the laboratory at West Orange, New Jersey, railroads were among the first things filmed. Beginning in 1891 The Edison Company started to make short films called “Actualities.” A typical actuality was about one to three
minutes long. It was part documentary, part travelogue, and part newsreel. Actualities covered a remarkable
range of American life – everything from a New York City street scene on the windy day to a military parade,
from a vaudeville act to the funeral procession for President William McKinley. The Edison Company filmed
the Alaska Gold Rush, the Buffalo Bill Wild West Show, and the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Fire.
During the Spanish-American War the Edison Company sent a film crew to Cuba. Unable to shoot battle
scenes, Edison hired members of the New Jersey National Guard to re-create combat at a site in a New Jersey state park. Once Edison developed a portable camera in 1896 it was possible to more easily film along
the railroad right-of-way.
The first actuality films were not projected on a screen; they were viewed by an individual looking into a coinoperated machine called a Kinetoscope at an arcade. Screen projection was not widely used until the late
1890s.
Perhaps the best initial way to become acquainted with the early railroad actuality films is to look at a 14 minute compilation made by Blackhawk Films in 1959. Dubbed from originals at the Library of Congress, the
Blackhawk film is entitled “Railroading in the East 1897-1906” and includes films made by the Edison Company and its rival The Biograph Company. The Blackhawk production is available on Youtube at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UQ0lfyxbOk or by doing a simple Google search for Railroading in the East
Youtube.
The selections are as follows:
Jersey Central Railroad Express at Elizabeth, New Jersey with PRR passenger train on upper bridge Edison
1897
Black Diamond Express Lehigh Valley Railroad

Edison 1902

West Shore Local Kingston, New York Biograph 1906 (shot from pilot of a Ulster and Delaware Railroad
switcher)
Ulster and Delaware Railroad switcher Biograph 1906
Horseshoe Curve PRR Edison 1900
Sarnia Tunnel Grand Trunk and Western Railroad Biograph 1903
Rotary snowplow in action Lehigh Valley Railroad Edison 1902
Black Diamond Express Lehigh Valley Railroad Edison 1903 (shot in the same location as the 1902 film;
note that the 1903 version is one car longer)
Camelback locomotive and passenger train Lehigh Valley Railroad Edison 1903
Empire State Express New York Central & Hudson River Railroad with the famous locomotive # 999 Biograph 1902
The Ghost Train a reverse negative trick film of the Empire State Express Biograph 1903
Empire State Express NYC&HR RR. with a new 4-4-2 Atlantic taking water from track pans Edison 1905
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Tracking the Web
The Library of Congress has placed on-line a large number of early Edison and Biograph films that include
railroad actualities. The LC versions are better mastered than those on the Blackhawk film. There is some
overlap but I’d certainly recommend watching both the LC and Blackhawk productions. The LC films date
from 1896 to 1905 and include material from the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western Railroad, the Southern Pacific Railroad, the Northern Pacific Railroad, the Western Maryland Railway, the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and the Erie Railroad. The important Horseshoe Curve PRR Edison film is not on the LC website! In
October 1896 James White – head of the Edison Kinetograph Department – made a western trip partly funded by the Southern Pacific and the Northern Pacific to make actuality films. White and his camera man Frederick Blechynden did visit the D&RG and the ATSF but there seems to be no surviving footage from those
trips.
The following railroad actualty films are part of the Library of Congress website Inventing Entertainment: The
Early Motion Pictures and Sound Recordings of the Edison Company. Once you are at the site, click on Collection Items; then on the left side toolbar click on Original Formats – Film, Video
I’ve listed the films here as they appear throughout the entire larger collection. These are all Edison Company films. I have not listed films in which railroads are simply incidental to the action.
Romance of the Rails DL&W 1903 (a great Phoebe Snow romance; filmed on the Lackawanna Limited at
the Delaware Water Gap Station)
New York City Elevated Train 104th St. Curve 1899
The Fast Mail NPRR near Portland, Oregon, July/August 1897
Observation train following parade unknown railroad 1898
Overland Express NPRR arriving Helena, Montana June/July 1900
Chicago Stockyards Erie RR 1897
New Black Diamond Express LVRR December, 1900 (evidently this is the earliest of the LV Black Diamond Edison films all shot at the same location in the Susquehanna River Valley)
The Great Train Robbery 1903 DL&W shot at a New Jersey location; set the standard for future “western”
movies; early use of rear projection; directed by Edwin S. Porter. The film concludes with the bandit chief
pointing a revolver at the audience and firing. This was an on-screen projection and astounded the audience.
Today we simply cannot appreciate the visual impact of such an experience.
Mt. Taw Scenic Railway 1898 (Marin Co., Cal. part of the SP Company Series)
Niagara Falls Scenic Railway 1900
Mt. Tamalpais Railway January 1898 (part of the SP Company Series; train pulled by a Heisler locomotive)
Going through the Tunnel Santa Monica, California Southern Pacific January 1898
Sunset Limited Fingal, California Southern Pacific January 1898
Freight Train doubleheaded with a pusher engine Southern Pacific March 10, 1898 (amazing footage; not
to be missed)
Philadelphia Express Jersey Central Railway Elizabeth, NJ with PRR passenger train on upper bridge 1897
The Little Train Robbery 1905 a spoof of the highly successful Great Train Robbery; filmed near Connellsville, PA
Giant Coal Dumper Cleveland Erie RR January 1897

There is one important railroad actuality that is not on the Inventing Entertainment website. The LC
also has a website titled America at Work, America at Leisure: Motion Pictures from 1894-1915. In
1903 the Biograph Company produced a series of actualities depicting the work done by the US
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Tracking the Web
There is one important railroad actuality that is not on the Inventing Entertainment website. The LC also has
a website titled America at Work, America at Leisure: Motion Pictures from 1894-1915. In 1903 the Biograph
Company produced a series of actualities depicting the work done by the US Postal Service. One film – entitled “Train taking up Mail Bag USPO” is the first film of a mail bag drop and on-the-fly pickup by an RPO car.
The scene was shot at St. Georges, Maryland on the Western Maryland Railway. In the USPO series there
is also a film titled “Loading Mail Car.”
By 1903-05 the actuality format was becoming less popular in large part because of the success of longer
narrative films like “The Great Train Robbery.” Railroads did not vanish from the silent screen but they did
become more background than foreground. When movie making moved from New York and New Jersey to
California, railroads like the Southern Pacific and the Pacific Electric provided the necessary backdrop for all
sorts of films. Of course the great exception to all this is the classic Buster Keaton 1926 film “The General.”
Filmed in and around Cottage Grove, Oregon, the Keaton production put railroads front and center. This is
NOT the 1950s Disney re-make!
By the late 1920s railroad companies were making their own films but more about that next time.

Show &
Tell
Tom Fausser—HO
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Bill Rose—Paintings

Show & Tell
Henry Tonwsend
HO Scale

15

Tony Burgess - Oil Painting he did and vintage
Railroad Transportation Teachers Kit

Show &
Tell
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Show & Tell
Dave Salamon - 7.5” gauge bridge

Kit Dixon
N Scale
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Show & Tell

Jim Sinclair—Train Whistle Bellows

Dave Salamon
N Scale newsstand
Calendar

18

Show & Tell

Rich Gibson—HO Scale
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Show & Tell

Tony Burgess
HO Scale
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Steve Campbell Layout Visit, THANKS!
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Steve Campbell Layout Visit, THANKS!
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A scene on Steve Campbell’s layout—photo by Dave Salamon

